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DETAILED ACTION 
Di^wings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
the protective cap 4 in figures 1 & 2 comprising a latching/connecting element as 
described in the specification. Any structural detail that is essential for a proper 
understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 
608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheef or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Application/Control Number: 10/717.766 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 3767 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 2, 4, & 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Myerson et a! (US Patent No. 3063450), The Myerson reference discloses a cannula 
system in figures 1-5 comprising a cannula support comprising a thread 38 turning in a 
first direction, an inner thread, and another thread 32 turning in a second, generally 
opposite direction, an outer thread; and a protective cap 12 having a thread engageable 
with said thread turning in said second generally opposite direction, and further 
comprising an injection device (18,2,4) having a thread 24 engageable with said thread 
38 turning in the first direction. 



Claims 9-13 & 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hollister (US Patent No. 6334857B1). The Hollister reference discloses a cannula 
support in figure 2 comprising a protective cap 2 wherein at least one latching element, 
a recess seen in figure 2 with which element 7 cooperates with, is provided on said 
cannula support and at least one corresponding latching element 7 is provided on said 
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cap, the latching elements cooperating to create a latching connection between the 
cannula support and the protective cap 2. 

With respect to claim 10, wherein the latching elements, 7 with respect to the 
recess, can cooperate to form a non-releasable latching connection. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , wherein the protective cap can be coupled to the 
cannula support frictionally without the latching element 7 quite yet at the recess to form 
the connection. 

With respect to claim 12, wherein one of the at least one latching elements on 
the cannula support and the corresponding latching element on the protective cap is 
one of the group consisting of a cam, a circumferential ring, an element biased by a 
spring force, a recess and a through hole, wherein the element is a recess. 

With respect to claim 13, wherein the at least one latching element, the recess, is 
provided on a lateral outer surface of the cannula support, see figure 2. 

With respect to claim 18, the reference discloses the method for covering a 
cannula carried by a cannula support using a cannula protecting cap, wherein the 
cannula support comprises a latching element 7 and wherein the cannula is temporarily 
covered when the protecting cap is coupled to the cannula support frictionally without 
the latching elements quite yet at the recess and permanently covered when the 
protecting cap is coupled to the latching element as seen in figure 2. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Myerson et al (US Patent No. 3063450) as applied to claim 4 and further in view of 

Hollister (US Patent No. 6334857B1). Now even though Myerson does not explicitly 

disclose a latching element 7 and at least one complementary latching element, seen as 

a recess on the cannula support, on one of the inside and outside of said cannula 

support attention is directed to Hollister. The Hollister reference teaches the use of a 

protective cap that utilizes latching elements that correspond with a complementary 

latching element on the outside of a cannula support, see figure 2. Therefore, it would 

be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 

device of Myerson to incorporate the cap of Myerson in order to provide a latchable 

protecting means to prevent a user from injury from the needle. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Myerson 
et al (US Patent No. 3063450) as applied to claim 4 and further in view of Hollister (US 
Patent No. 6334857B1) as applied in claims 5-6 and further in view of Kobayashi (US 
Patent No. 6719737B2). Now even though the Myerson in view of Hollister reference 
does not explicitly disclose a second protective cap arranged with said protective cap 
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attention is directed to Kobayashi. The Kobayashi reference teaches utilizing a second 
protective cap which is arranged with a protective cap, see figures 1 , 1 1 , & 20. 
Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the device of Myerson in view of Hollister with the teachings of 
Kobayashi in order to provide a protecting means for before use that can be removed 
and a permanent protecting means for after use of the needle. 

Claims 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hollister (US Patent No. 6334857B1) as applied to claim 9 and further in view of 
Kobayashi (US Patent No. 6719737B2). Now even though Hollister does not explicitly 
disclose a second latching element on the cannula support attention is directed to 
Kobayashi. The Kobayashi reference teaches the use of a circumferential ring 38 in 
figures 1 & 2, for providing a releasable connection with the cannula support and a cap 
with a corresponding element. Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify the device of Hollister with the teachings of 
Kobayashi in order to provide a releasable connection with the cannula support and the 
protective cap to possibly reuse the cap or to remove the cap to allow access to 
narrower locations. 

Claims 15-17 & 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hollister (US Patent No. 6334857B1) as applied to claim 9 and further in view of 
Kobayashi (US Patent No. 6719737B2) as applied to claim 14 and further in view of 
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Myerson et al (US Patent No. 3063450). Now even though Hollister in view of 
Kobayashi does not disclose a connection element for connecting the cannula support 
to a pen attention is directed to Myerson. The Myerson reference teaches the use of a 
cannula support with inner and outer threads wherein the inner threads are a 
connection element 38 which are fully capable of connecting a cannula support to a pen 
due to it's size, shape, and ability to work in the environment. Therefore, it would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the device 
of Hollister in view of Kobayashi with the device of Myerson in order to provide a 
connecting means for a cannula support to a pen. 

With respect to claim 16, wherein the connection element creates a connection 
which requires a lesser force for releasing the connection than the force required for 
releasing the connection between the at least one latching element on the cannula 
support and the corresponding latching element on the protective cap. 

With respect to claim 17, wherein said protective cap is more easily releasable 
from said cannula support than the cannula support is from the pen, such as when the 
cap is placed on the support in a frictional state without the latching elements 
connected, also wherein it would be obvious to create the cap to be easier to release for 
improved efficiency for utilizing the device. 

With respect to claim 19, see rejections above for Myerson as applied to claim 4 
& Hollister as applied to claim 9 and Kobayashi as applied to claim 14 and wherein it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to utilize a 
cam and an inside surface of the inside thread for coupling the support to an injection 
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device in order to couple the injection device to the cannula support since It is well 
known in the art to utilize a cam in order to connect an object to a threaded connection. 

Claims 20-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Myerson et al (US Patent No. 3063450) as applied to claim 4 and further In view of 
Holllster (US Patent No. 6334857B1) as applied in claim 9 and further In view of 
KobayashI (US Patent No. 6719737B2) as applied to claim 14. Now even though the 
reference do not disclose the first and second portions wherein the second portion 
having a diameter greater than that of the first portion and wherein the second portion 
comprises an exterior thread, it would be an obvious design choice to modify the 
diameters of the respective portions in order to accommodate the sizes of the two Items 
in which they are connecting to, see MPEP 2144.04. 

With respect to claims 21-22, see Myerson figure 1 and above rejection for 
claims 2,4 ,8 by Myerson. 

With respect to claims 23, wherein the device is fully capable of performing the 
connecting and removing of the cap or cannula system to the cannula support or 
syringe respectively, due to the positioning and directions of the threads (32,38) of 
Myerson. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2 & 4-19 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sellar (US Patent No. 1050042) & Sessions et al (US Patent No. 
4258722) both disclose the use of inner and outer threading cannula supports. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin Huh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8208. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on 571-272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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